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What have we being learning in November…….. 

   

We have had a very busy November so far, the children have:  

All things dinosaur this included talking about different dinosaurs, focussing 

on new words – herbivore, omnivore and carnivore, fossil, pre historic and 

Jurassic. 

Created their own poppies, looked at medals 

Explored the speed that things travel down different ramps 

Explored how our body moves and re-visited movements such as bum 

shuffling and belly crawling with developmental movement play. 

We’ve used a map and visited different places on our bus – discussing how 

long it might take to get there, modes of transport and different continents  

We’ve even found dinosaur EGGS in the garden 

 

Our named First Aiders are. 

Dawn Stevenson 

Sarah Balata 

Kate Johnson 

Kim Foxall 

Lucy Bingham 

Holly Conway  

               HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 

Spare Clothes  

Please can we ask if your child 

has been sent home in spare 

clothes/socks that they are 

returned to nursery once washed. 

We are finding that a lot of spare 

clothes are not being returned 

and we are now running low… 

Returned clothes need to be 

quarantined by us for 72 hours 

before we are able to use them 

again. We are particularly low on 

socks and underwear if anyone is 

having a clear out. 

 

                

Fee Increase 

By now you should have all received an email from Dawn along 

with your monthly invoice with regards to a fee increase – as of 

5th January 2021 you will see a slight increase in your fees on 

your invoices.  

In January we will have been open for three and a half years, I 

would like to thank you for using Kirkgate Childcare during this 

time.  

Whilst I always endeavour to provide high quality affordable 

childcare it is inevitable that we have to increase nursery fees at 

some point. I believe by doing so supports Kirkgate Childcare in 

continuing to employ the right Early Years Practitioners and 

providing high quality Early Education for your child. 

From January 2021 the fees will be as follows: 

Full day: £40.00 

Half day (7.30-12.30 or 12.30-5) £21.00 

Funded places will continue to be offered as flexibly as possible.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

Dates for your diary  

Staff training days: 

4th January 2021 

23rd July 2021 

Our 4th January training day will 

focus on Developmental Movement 

Play in the morning followed by 

Mental Health First Aid in the 

afternoon – We trust that these days 

will always create further 

opportunities and outcomes for your 

children 

Parents consultations:  

Individual key persons will be in contact  

Christmas party day:  

Friday 18th December 2019 – invites to follow  

Nursery closed: Monday 21st December 2020 

– Monday 4th January 2021 
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We will be returning to locking the main door rather than the 

internal door now that the temperature is starting to drop. This 

will aid us in continuing to offer a comfortable learning space 

for your children.  

Parent Partnership is crucial to us and your child. Thank you to all those 

parents who share their child’s adventures and achievements via our parent 

email (kirkgatechildcarePP@outlook.com)  and in their Learning journey. 

Please could you let us know if you and your family celebrate any religious 

festivals and we will share these at nursery. 

Please take a look at our planning board which is displayed near the water 

area.  

90% of you answered ‘Yes’ “are you happy with the feedback you receive 

about your child’s day” Which was our question of the month in October 

November Question of the month “Do you find our parents 

consultations informative?” 

Parent Partnership helps us plan effectively. Thank you. 

If you would like to see what your child has been learning we regularly 

share photos and updates on our website blog and Facebook 

 
Outdoor Clothes  

Please can parents ensure children 

are sent wearing appropriate clothes 

for the weather. The temperature is 

beginning to drop but this doesn’t 

mean access to outdoors is reduced, 

please send children wearing warm 

clothes, a coat along with a hat and 

gloves.  

Spare clothes should be sent if 

possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This month we have 

celebrated: 

Bonfire Night 

Diwali  

Remembrance Day  

Next Month will see us 

celebrating: 

Hannukah – festival of 

lights 

Christmas  

 
Your child is invited to Kirkgate childcare’s Christmas party on Friday 18th December 2020 – 

individual invites to follow with details of which party (AM or PM) to follow. 

Santa’s Grotto will be open at the end of each party. Santa will walk by nursery and leave a present 

in the grotto. 

We will be celebrating Christmas and there will be lots of activities to do, these will include: 

• Christmas crafts 

• Decorating biscuits 

• Dancing and singing 

• Chocolate coin hunt 

• Visit to Santa’s grotto to receive a gift 

• Festive Snacks 

You can collect your child from nursery at the time stated on the invite and visit Santa’s grotto in the 

Old girl’s school to collect your child’s present and Christmas Crafts.    

 

 

If your child turns three between 
 1st September and 31st December you may be 
eligible for 30 hours free childcare for 38 
weeks of the year, for the term starting on or 
after the 1st January. 
The recommended time to apply is 15th 
October to the 30th November 
 
Funding can be applied for anytime from 
when your child is 2 years and 36 weeks old 
and you must have a valid code by the end of 
the month before a new term starts. 
 
You have to reconfirm your eligibility every 3 
months. If you apply more than 3 months 
before the term starts, you’ll have to 
reconfirm your eligibility in your account in 
order to keep your code valid. 
 

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ 

 

Google Business 

If you don’t already know we have a Google business page as another 

platform to advertise Kirkgate Childcare…. As perspective parents read 

reviews before booking a nursery place, we would like to reach out to our 

current parents to leave us a review if you have a spare five minutes….. 

This can be done using the link provided https://g.page/kirkgate-

childcare/review 
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COVID 19 

 

The main symptoms of Coronavirus are: 

• A high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch 

on your chest or back (you do not need to measure your 

temperature) 

 • A new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for 

more than an hour, or 3 more coughing episodes in 24 

hours (if you usually have a cough it may be worse than 

usual) 

 • A loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this 

means you cannot smell or taste anything, or things taste 

different to normal Most people with coronavirus have at 

least 1 of these symptoms.  

What to do if your child has symptoms  

1. Get a test to check if you have coronavirus as soon as 

possible 

 2. Do not come to nursery/leave your house or have 

visitors until you get your test result – only leave your 

home to have a test Anyone you live with, and anyone in 

your support bubble, must also stay at home until you get 

your result. 

As always, we will continue to follow local and national 

guidelines as well as regularly reviewing and updating our 

Covid 19 policy and risk assessment.  

As we approach cold and flu season we ask if your child is 

unwell, has had Calpol, is extra snotty or sneezing a lot 

that they are kept off nursery due to young children not 

being able to manage their personal hygiene as well as 

older children, this is to protect all children within nursery 

during these un-predictable times 

 Waiting list…….. 

We have been overwhelmed with 

number of enquiries, show rounds and 

bookings we have had since re 

opening our doors after the summer 

break – many from word of mouth so 

thank you everyone recommending us 

to friends and family, your support is 

amazing.  

This does mean that we now full until 

Autumn term 2021 and have quite a 

large waiting list of parents wanting a 

nursery place for their children. 

 If you are thinking of making a change 

to your child’s days or you are wanting 

to increase due to additional funded 

hours (where eligible) in the near 

future please speak to Dawn or Kim    

Applying for School 

If you have a child born between 1st September 2016 

and 31st August 2017 

They are due to start school in September 2021. 

The primary school application round will open no 

later than 12 October 2020 and the deadline to apply 

is 15 January 2021. 

For more information visit  

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/apply-place-primary-

or-secondary-school 

What we will do in the event of staff 

absence  

By now you should have all received a copy 

of our emergency COVID action plan – as yet 

we have not had a case of COVID within 

nursery. However due to isolation laws it is 

inevitable at some point children and staff 

will need to isolate. Pre COVID, if a member 

of staff was absent, we would arrange 

someone from our regular supply staff to 

cover, however current guidance means we 

can not do this. In the event that a staff 

member is absent we would first look at part 

time workers, working extra to cover. In the 

event that we needed to reduce numbers to 

safely operate then priority would be given 

to working parents and vulnerable families. 

We appreciate that these are very un-

predictable and uncertain times and we 

wish to thank you for your support. 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/applying-place-primary-school

