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What have we been doing in nursery this month:
Due to self-isolation, we have not been in nursery for the
majority of January but that doesn’t mean we haven’t already
done lots of lovely learning.
>Pencil and scissor Control
>We have begun phase two phonics looking at the following
sounds S, A, T, P, I N
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=satpin+jolly+phonics&doci
d=607987170057980842&mid=14126D3E9C960DAE41AF1
4126D3E9C960DAE41AF&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
>Some of our older children have been blending and decoding
simple words (blending is the ability to smoothly combine
individual sounds (phonemes) to form words.
>Exploring numbers looking at 1 more and 1 less.
>Developmental movement play
>Exploring bath bombs.
>Looking at the letters in our name and putting the letters in
the correct order.
>Learning new nursery rhymes
Thank you to parents who have chosen to keep their children at
home for now who have sent in lots of lovely photos of children’s
at home adventures.

February Half Term
If your child currently attends term time only and you think
you may need some childcare over the upcoming holidays please
speak to Kim so she can add you to a list to contact the week
prior to the holidays.
Sessions will be offered on a first come first served basis and
will be limited due to staffing and children who are already
booked in due to having an all-year-round place.
As much as we love to see siblings during the school holidays,
we have had to make the incredibly hard decision to no longer
offer holiday care to school age children. This is due to the
current on-going pandemic as well as nursery being remarkably
busy and having to prioritize our current children for places.

Congratulations to our Apprentice Early Years
Practitioner Milly who has completed lots of
training over the last few months including:
• An introduction to the early years
foundation stage
• Pediatric first aid
• Safeguarding training
• Developmental movement play

Parent Partnership is crucial to us and
your child. Thank you to all those parents
who share their child’s adventures and
achievements via our parent email
(kirkgatechildcarePP@outlook.com) and in
their Learning journey.
Please could you let us know if you and your
family celebrate any religious festivals and
we will share these at nursery.
Please take a look at our planning board
which is displayed near the water area.

Question of the month for December
“are you aware that we upload a
newsletter to the website every month”
Please remember to answer the question
by putting a glass pebble in the yes or no
box in the entrance.
Parent Partnership helps us plan
effectively.
Thank you. If you would like to see what
your child has been learning we regularly
share photos and updates on our website
blog and Facebook
https://kirkgatechildcare.co.uk/about-us/
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CCTV

We would like to advise all parents
that the Old Girls School has recently
had CCTV installed
The purpose of the CCTV system is
for the security of the premises, the
prevention, detection and
investigation of criminal activity,
trespass and vandalism and the
safety of children, staff and visitors
to the site.
Due to the position of the cameras, it
means they do focus on the nursery
premises, so we are obliged to inform
you that they are in use.

Waiting list
We have been overwhelmed with number of enquiries we’ve
had over the last few weeks – many from word of mouth, so
thank you everyone recommending us to friends and family,
your support is amazing. Whilst we are unable to carry out
show rounds, we are able to do virtual ones. This does mean
that we have very limited availability and a waiting list for
some sessions from September 2021, f you are thinking of
making a change to your child’s days or you are wanting to
increase due to additional funded hours (where eligible) in the
near future please speak to Dawn or Kim ASAP to secure any
additional days.
Please don’t forget to confirm for the first time or reconfirm
eligibility for your 30 hours government funded childcare we
do have some children that are entering the grace period
due to not re confirming eligibility. This can be done on:
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/

Early Help
In nursery we always try our best to support families however we are limited in the
support we can give within the home; this is where early help comes in. Early help is
North Yorkshires approach to ensure children and their families receive the right
support at the right time to stop problems escalating. Early help is a collaborative
approach and it is designed to support you with any concerns about your child or children,
your family or home circumstances. It could be around behaviour, problems at school,
housing, debt, routines and boundaries or other difficulties.
Why use Early Help?
Being a parent or carer is one of the most important jobs there is and it is also one of
the hardest. Parents and carers are key to giving children a happy, stable childhood. If
one person in a family has a problem, it might be a child, young person or adult, then
whole family are often affected. If the whole family are supported it’s more likely
things will improve.
Early Help Assessment
The Early Help Assessment must be completed with a child and their family, this
enables the practitioner to understand what is already working well within the family
network and what support is already in place whilst identifying worries and any unmet
need, enabling the right support to be put in place.
Once the assessment is completed the practitioner discusses with the family what
steps need to be taken to support their identified need, agreeing whether the support
can be met by the Practitioner and their single organization or if other services are
required. If you feel that you would benefit from an early help assessment please
speak to your child’s key person who are all trained in early help assessments.
Here is a one minute guide to Early Help
https://www.safeguardingchildren.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/NYSCP-EarlyHelp-Oct19.pdf

Warm Clothes
Please can you ensure to send your
child with their own hats, gloves
and scarves along with a warm
winter coat and a warm jumper.
Now the weather is colder children
do need to be wrapped up warm as
access to outdoors is still open all
day every day and we are finding
that some children are coming to
nursery in very thin coats which
are not appropriate for the
weather.
We do try to dry children’s coats
off now that they are having to
use their own but due to limited
radiator space we can only
apologize if coats come home wet,
children access outdoors in all
weathers.
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The Importance of play
Play underpins the EYFS. It also underpins learning and all aspects of children’s development.
Through play, children develop language skills, their emotions and creativity, social and intellectual skills.
For most children their play is natural and spontaneous although some children may need extra help from
adults.
Play takes place indoors and outdoors and it is in these different environments that children explore and
discover their immediate world. It is here they practice new ideas and skills; they take risks, show
imagination and solve problems on their own or with others. The role that adults have is crucial. Adults
provide time and space and appropriate resources. These might include clothes, boxes, buckets, old blankets
that will inspire play and ignite children’s imaginations. They observe play and join in when invited, watching
and listening before intervening.
They value play and provide safe but challenging environments that support and extend learning and
development.
REMINDERS
COVID 19

Please ensure that all items of children’s
clothing including coats, lunchboxes and where
possible shoes are clearly labelled with your
child’s name.

The main symptoms of Coronavirus are:

If your child uses a rucksack rather than a
pump bag please ensure that it is placed on
the floor underneath the pegs due to children
sharing pegs.

• A high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not
need to measure your temperature)
• A new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 more
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough it may be worse than usual)
• A loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you cannot smell or taste
anything, or things taste different to normal Most people with coronavirus have at least 1
of these symptoms.
What to do if your child has symptoms
1. Get a test to check if you have coronavirus as soon as possible
2. Do not come to nursery/leave your house or have visitors until you get your test result –
only leave your home to have a test Anyone you live with, and anyone in your support bubble,
must also stay at home until you get your result.
As always, we will continue to follow local and national guidelines as well as regularly
reviewing and updating our Covid 19 policy and risk assessment.
As we approach cold and flu season we ask if your child is unwell, has had Calpol, is extra
snotty or sneezing a lot that they are kept off nursery due to young children not being able
to manage their personal hygiene as well as older children, this is to protect all children
within nursery during these un-predictable times

Please ensure only one adult is in the entrance
at any one time to adhere to social distancing
– if there is already an adult in the entrance
please wait outside.
Should a que have formed when children are
arriving for their session at lunchtime please
ensure to join the que as parents maybe
waiting outside to collect their children – we
will always try to ensure the que is managed
quickly whilst looking after the safety of the
children

Diary Dates
Feb Half term 16th – 19th February
2021 closed Monday 15th February
2021
Our next staff training day will be on
Monday 23rd July 2021 – nursery will be
closed on this day to children.
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