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This month we are celebrating 

Easter   

Parent Partnership is crucial to us and your 

child. Thank you to all those parents who share 

their child’s adventures and achievements via 

our parent email 

(kirkgatechildcarePP@outlook.com) and in their 

Learning journey.  

 

Please could you let us know if you and your 

family celebrate any religious festivals and we 

will share these at nursery.  

Please take a look at our planning board which 

is displayed near the water area.  

 

 

Question of the month for April  

“Have you taken your child’s learning journey 

home recently” 

Please remember to answer the question by 

putting a glass pebble in the yes or no box in 

the entrance. 

 

Parent Partnership helps us plan effectively.  

 

Thank you. If you would like to see what your 

child has been learning we regularly share 

photos and updates on our website blog and 

Facebook 

 

https://kirkgatechildcare.co.uk/about-us/ 

 

What have we been doing in nursery this month: 

Pencil and scissor Control  

We have continued with phase two phonics looking at the following 

sounds S, A, T, P, I N, M, D, G, O, C, K, CK (your children may come 

home talking about bouncy sounds, stretchy sounds and pinching 

fingers) 

Some of our older children have been blending and decoding simple CVC 

words (blending is the ability to smoothly combine individual sounds 

(phonemes) to form words.  Successful decoding occurs when children use 

their knowledge of letter-sound relationships to accurately read a word 

– as always, we are so proud of how hard the children have been 

practicing  

Exploring numbers and looking at simple sums 

Looking at real coins distinguishing the difference between what each 

of the coins look like and their value. 

Practicing turn taking and sharing  

Practicing our fine motor skills using tweezers  

Exploring bath bombs 

Looking at the letters in our name and putting the letters in the 

correct order  

Learning new nursery rhymes  

Planting seeds  

Talking about the changes that happen in spring  

Developing our nature area 

 

 

Entering and exiting nursery  

 
Please can we remind parents again that when entering and exiting nursery you 

use the correct path, parents must not use the entry ramp for vehicles 

regardless of whether you have already dropped your child at nursery.  

 

We are very sad to have had a number of complaints from visitors to the Old 

Girls School and other parents about near misses due to the blind spot when 

coming onto the entry ramp. 

 

We know this way can be quicker but please think of yours and your child’s 

safety when arriving and leaving nursery, Is being a few seconds quicker worth 

risking and accident. Staff have given several reminders to parents over the 

last few weeks and this information is on every newsletter as well as being 

displayed on the door. Entering and exiting nursery this way is dangerous. 

 

The correct way to enter and exit nursery is via the pedestrian gate at the 

front of the Old Girls School, up the path and then keeping left until you reach 

nursery.  

 

 

 

 

 

Sadly, there has been a huge increase in 

domestic abuse during the coronavirus 

pandemic.  

IDAS is the largest specialist charity in 

Yorkshire supporting anyone experiencing or 

affected by domestic abuse or sexual violence. 

Their services include refuge accommodation, 

community-based support, peer mentoring, 

group work and access to a free, confidential 

out of hours’ helpline. 

 

 

https://kirkgatechildcare.co.uk/about-us/
https://www.idas.org.uk/about-us/
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NHS test and trace have announced that all adults in households with early years, 

school or college age children without symptoms can now access regular rapid 

coronavirus (COVID-19) testing. This includes support bubbles. 

 

Test kits can either be collected or ordered online as set out below. 

Undertaking regular rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing helps to reduce 

transmission of the virus.  

Tests are fast easy and completely free. There are different ways for a 

household, childcare or support bubble to collect their test to take at home, twice-

weekly. 

 

If you’re a member of a household, childcare bubble of an early year’s child, a pupil, 

student or staff of a school, nursery or college, you can get a twice-weekly test: 

• through your employer if they offer testing to employees 

• by collecting a home test kit from a test site – anyone over the age of 18 

can collect 2 packs of home test kits containing 7 tests 

• by ordering a home test kit online 1 pack of home test kits containing 7 

tests for home delivery 

what twice weekly testing involves: 

You will be asked to: 

• take a test twice a week (every 3 or 4 days apart) 

• report every result to NHS Test and Trace on the same day you take the 

test 

Report your test result online or by calling 119 

We are aware that some of our parents are completing twice weekly tests and all 

eligible staff in nursery are accessing lateral flow self-tests twice weekly and 

submitting the results online to keep as safe as possible. 

 

 

SHOES  
Please can we request that children 

are sent to nursery in shoes that 

encourage independence 

 (Velcro/slip on shoes) 

It can make a huge difference when 

children are able to put on their own 

shoes and they enjoy feeling “big” 

when they can do things for 

themselves and it ticks one thing off 

your to do list when leaving the house 

if children can put their own shoes on. 

 

A top tip of ours is to put half a 

happy face sticker inside each shoe – 

when the stickers make a full smile 

children will know their shoes are on 

the right feet. 

 

Early years is not just play, as the beginning of children’s school journey, it sets them up for 

life 

As Early Years Practitioners one of the questions we are always asked by friends and family is…Do you just 

play all day? (whatever just play means) 

But what if I was to tell you that Play underpins the EYFS.  

It also underpins learning and all aspects of children’s development.  

Through play, children develop language skills, their emotions and creativity, social and intellectual skills.  

For most children their play is natural and spontaneous although some children may need extra help from adults.  

Play takes place indoors and outdoors and it is in these different environments that children explore and discover their 

immediate world. It is here they practice new ideas and skills; they take risks, show imagination and solve problems on 

their own or with others. The role that adults have is crucial. Adults provide time and space and appropriate resources. 

These might include clothes, boxes, buckets, old blankets that will inspire play and ignite children’s imaginations. They 

observe play and join in when invited, watching and listening before intervening.  

They value play and provide safe but challenging environments that support and extend learning and development. 

Knowing what you’ve read above would you still say its “just play” 

 

Health and safety  
If your child has coronavirus symptoms, it is 

important for them to have a PCR test at a 

covid testing site. 

In addition, if your child has had a covid test, 

please contact nursery by phone or email as 

soon as you receive the results. If you child 

has tested negative please inform us ahead 

of their return to nursery. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff#members-of-households-childcare-or-support-bubbles-of-pupils-students-and-staff-of-schools-nurseries-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
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0evelopmental Movement Play  
In 2002 our lovely Kate along with other Early 

Years Practioners across the country was 

involved in a research project about 

Developmental Movement Play, Kate has 

brought the approach to Kirkgate Childcare, 

not only has she helped to develop the theory 

behind it, she has trained the staff team and 

ensures it is embedded in every day practice. 

DMP is not a specific programme to follow it’s a 

source of information to sprinkle into practice.  

 

 Developmental Movement Play is an approach 

which gives opportunities for children to indulge 

in free-flow, child-led, spontaneous movement 

play. Attention is given to specific early 

movement patterns and activities that appear 

to prompt neurological development; these are 

innate and occur naturally in all children, given 

appropriate opportunities. 

To find out more about DMP please speak to 

Kate who will be happy to answer any 

questions. 

https://kirkgatechildcare.co.uk/news/dmp-

movement-leaflet/ 

https://www.jabadao.org/developmental-

movement-play 

 Waiting list  
We are still continuing to receive lots of enquiries for nursery 

places which is amazing, lots of them have been from word of 

mouth or hearing about our magical little nursery in the village 

so thank you to each and every one of you that continue to 

support us and mention us to friends and family. This does mean 

that we have very limited availability and a waiting list for 

some sessions from now until September 2022. If you are 

thinking of making a change to your child’s day or you are 

wanting to increase due to additional funded hours (where 

eligible) in the near future please speak to Dawn or Kim ASAP 

to secure any additional days, we will always try to proritise 

existing parents 

Please don’t forget to confirm for the first time or reconfirm 

eligibility for your 30 hours government funded childcare we do 

have some children that are entering the grace period due to 

not re confirming eligibility. This can be done on: 

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ 

 

 
 

School Transitions 
 

Starting school is a big step for both your child and family. 

Creating a smooth transition into school is vital to ensuring your child gets 

the best possible start in their new setting. 

We are very proud of our school transitions and work in partnership with you 

and the different schools, to fully prepare your child for their new challenge 

ahead, strong partnerships are key to a smooth transition. 

Our Assistant Manager Kim is also our transition lead and link with school so 

she is a first contact for any questions relating to school transitions 

 

To read more about how we support school transitions head over to the 

useful information section on our website where you will find lots of 

information https://kirkgatechildcare.co.uk/useful-information/ 

Suncream and sunhats  

 
 

Now the sun is making an appearance a bit more 

frequently please can we ask that all children bring a 

sunhat in their bags clearly labelled with their name.  

 

As most of you will be aware, we changed our sun cream 

policy in June of last year so that parents donated £1 

towards the cost of buying and using nursery sun 

cream. This is due to us not having storage space for 

every child’s sun cream and children not always having 

sun cream in their bags when the sun comes out 

unexpectedly. we supply Altruist dermatologist sun 

cream SPF 30 (parent recommended) 

 

If your child has allergies and is unable to use nursery 

sun cream please ensure to place a labelled bottle of 

their own sun cream in their bag and inform us they 

have their own. 

https://kirkgatechildcare.co.uk/news/dmp-movement-leaflet/
https://kirkgatechildcare.co.uk/news/dmp-movement-leaflet/
https://www.jabadao.org/developmental-movement-play
https://www.jabadao.org/developmental-movement-play
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
https://kirkgatechildcare.co.uk/useful-information/
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Diary Dates 

3rd May 2021 early spring bank holiday 

23rd May 2021 closed all week for half 

term 

W/c 12th July summer term consultations 

Our next staff training day will be on Friday 

23rd July 2021 – nursery will be closed on 

this day to children. 

Friday 23rd July family teddy bears picnic 

(school leavers)  

22nd July 2021 last day of term for TTO 

children 

13th August 2021 nursery closes for 

summer 

 

 

Coming Soon……. 

Summer Term Projects 

We have a number of exciting projects that will be going 

ahead over the summer term: 

Language group  

Allotment Visit – if anyone would like to be a parent 

helper at the allotment please contact Kim 

Mini First Aid 

People who help us 

Little Chef  

Movement Sessions 

All children will have the chance to take part in one of 

the projects based on their interests  

 

More information to follow………………. watch this space 

Nature Garden  
Our children have always loved nature and being outside so we are in the process of developing an unused part of our garden 

behind the building into a nature garden for children to explore with a staff member. 

 

Interacting with natural environments allows children to learn by doing and experiment with ideas. In nature, children think 

and question thereby developing inquisitive minds. Whether they’re considering where insects go in the winter, how plants 

grow from seeds or why birds fly children are constantly thinking when they’re in nature. These experiences offer real, 

authentic learning like nothing else can. As children take risks, try and fail, and try again, they gain resilience and confidence. 

 

Here are some brain building nature activities for children: 

Build with and dig in dirt 

Watch worms wriggle through the soil 

Gaze at clouds 

Jump in puddles 

Listen to birds sing 

Smell fresh-cut grass 

Collect seeds 

Construct things with twigs and mud 

 

“In order to raise adults who are passionate about protecting the environment and preserving our planet, they 

must first develop a deep love for it. The only way to enable children to grow comfortable in nature is to open the 

door and let them out to explore the wonder and awe of the natural world” 

 

We are so excited to begin developing this area with the children 
 

We would like to say a huge welcome to 

all of our new families who have been 

visiting over the last few weeks, we 

hope you have a long and happy stay 

with us at Kirkgate Childcare. 

https://www.minifirstaid.co.uk/classes/classes-for-children
https://www.brighthorizons.com/family-resources/supporting-scientific-curiosity-at-home
https://www.brighthorizons.com/family-resources/e-family-news/2012-earth-day-activities-for-families
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