July 2021 Newsletter
Welcome to our July newsletter and as always, warm greetings
to the new families that have joined us recently, we have had
another busy month:
Our summer term projects are well underway with the children
enjoying Mini First Aid, Little Cooks with Ashley, the language
group, developmental movement play and we picked our first
radishes at the allotment.
Looking at the letters in our name and putting the letters in
the correct order
Learning new nursery rhymes around the topic ‘people who help
us.’
Talking about the school transition, reading stories about
starting school and trying on school uniforms.
Watching the life cycle of a butterfly.
Observing our tadpoles and watching the changes.
Looking after our nature garden.
Making new friends.
Looking at some new sounds.
Creating some amazing structures with duplo, wooden blocks
and loose parts.

After 3 academic years with us, Lucy will be leaving at the end of this term.
Lucy is working towards her foundation degree in early childhood studies. To
gain experience in her chosen career path of teaching, Lucy has been successful
in gaining a teaching assistant post.
Lucy will begin the next chapter of her career in September at Hungate
Primary School.
Lucy has touched the hearts of many children and their families, and I am sure
you will all join us in wishing her the absolute best in her new role.
All of Lucy’s children who are not leaving us to go to school in September will
be taken over by existing staff and parents have been informed who this will
be.
As a setting we will ensure that the change in staffing causes minimal
disruption to the children and Lucy will be added to our consistent supply list.
for the holidays.

Recently we have celebrated
Father’s Day & The Euros
Coronavirus Symptoms
With the closure of multiple school
bubbles within the local area following
a rise in cases amongst school age
children, it is a stark reminder that
coronavirus is still very much present
in our communities.
We would like to remind all families
that guidance does advise, should you
have symptoms of coronavirus, that
you must confirm a diagnosis using a
PCR test (not a lateral flow test).
In the event we ask you to take your
child home, due to displaying
symptoms, they must have a PCR test
before returning to nursery.
Nobody should come into the nursery
surroundings or attend nursery if they
are displaying symptoms of
coronavirus, if they are self-isolating
following government guidance for
households with family members
displaying symptoms, if they have been
in close contact with someone who has
tested positive for COVID-19, or if they
are required to quarantine having
recently visited countries outside the
common travel area.
Stay at home guidance

Summer Term Parent Consultations
Our summer term parent consultations are going to be face to face unless parents request a telephone
consultation and key persons will be arranging suitable times to meet you.
This will give you the opportunity to speak to your child’s key person about their development and life at
nursery.
Following government guidelines and our own COVID risk assessment all families will be allocated a 10
minute slot which key persons will need to stick to, we will be asking parents and staff to wear a mask
(unless exempt), to social distance round the table, ventilation and we will sanitize between appointments.
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We are recruiting………………

We have been overwhelmed with number
of enquiries we have had, since re starting
show rounds – many from word of mouth,
so thank you everyone recommending us
to friends and family, your support is
amazing. This does mean that we have
extremely limited availability and a
waiting list for some sessions from
September 2021 until September 2022. If
you are thinking of making a change to
your child’s days or would like to increase
due to additional funded hours (where
eligible) please speak to Dawn or Kim ASAP
to secure any additional days.

We are now in the process of recruiting an Early Years
Practitioner and advertisements for the post can be found on
our website, Facebook page and Indeed job site.
Now that Milly is also a more established part of the team we
will also be looking to hire a part time apprentice practitioner
and interviews have already been scheduled.
We are looking to recruit two people with motivation, passion,
drive, who are proactive, forward thinking, and inspiring to be
able to work within our team and have a love for children.
Our team is the heart and soul of our magical little setting, and
we have robust recruitment procedures in place, we look
forward to welcoming new team members into our KCC family
in September.

SHOES

Following the success of our school leavers teddy bears picnic last year
we are pleased to confirm that this year’s picnic will be the same
format.
Our family teddy bears picnic will take place on Friday 23rd July at
Eversley Park 2.30pm– all school leavers should by now have received
their invitation to attend with their parents.
We hope you can all make it, as it’s a lovely end to the children’s time
with us.

HMRC additional funding codes(3 and 4 year olds)
If you are eligible and in reciept of additional 3 and 4 year old funding, look
out for a prompt every three months from HMRC to reconfirm your details
so that your eligibility can be reassessed. If you do not do this, please note
that we are unable to claim the funding on your behalf and sessions
attended may become chargeable. We have a number of children entering
the grace period in August.

Do

n’t forget your picnic, teddy and

Reviews
blanket

If you havnt yet left us a review on Facebook or Google we would
really appreciate if you could spare five minutes to write one – we find
these really help potential parents when thinking about using
Kirkgate Childcare.
We can then transfer them onto our website

Please can we request that children are
sent to nursery in shoes that
encourage independence.
(Velcro/slip on shoes)
It can make a huge difference when
children are able to put on their own
shoes and they enjoy feeling “big” when
they can do things for themselves, it
also ticks one thing off your to do list
when leaving the house if children can
put their own shoes on as well as being
independent for school.
We are finding that children
particularly our school leavers, are
regularly being broken off from play
and learning to ask for their shoelaces
tying.
A top tip of ours is to put half a happy
face sticker inside each shoe – when
the stickers make a full smile children
will know their shoes are on the right
feet.
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Our next staff training day will be on
Friday 23rd July 2021 – nursery will be
closed on this day to children.
Friday 23rd July family teddy bears picnic
(school leavers)
22nd July 2021 last day of term for TTO
children
13th August 2021 nursery closes for summer
6th September 2021 – nursery will be closed
to children for a staff training day
w/c 6th September 2021 – unfunded week
children can attend from Tuesday 7th,
however there will be a charge for this.
w/c 13th September 2021 – all children
return to nursery.

Labels in clothing
To avoid items being lost, please can you
ensure that all belongings are clearly
labelled, it is extremely hard to reunite
children with their belongings if they are
not labelled.

Lost property
Please check the lost property box in the
entrance – items not collected will be added to
the nursery spares or taken to the charity shop
if not claimed by Friday 9th July 2021

Sun cream and sunhats

Now the sun is making an appearance a bit more
frequently please can we ask that all children bring a
sunhat in their bags clearly labelled with their name.
As most of you will be aware, we changed our sun cream
policy in June of last year so that parents donated £1
towards the cost of buying and using nursery sun
cream. This is due to us not having storage space for
every child’s sun cream and children not always having
sun cream in their bags when the sun comes out
unexpectedly.
If your child has allergies and is unable to use nursery
sun cream, please ensure to place a labelled bottle of
their own sun cream in their bag and inform us they
have their own.

School Transitions
Starting school is a big step for both your child and
family.
Creating a smooth transition into school is vital to
ensuring your child gets the best possible start in their
new setting.
We are immensely proud of our school transitions and
work in partnership with you and the different schools, to
fully prepare your child for their new challenge ahead,
strong partnerships are key to a smooth transition.
Our Assistant Manager, Kim is also our transition lead
and link with school, so she is a first contact for any
questions relating to school transitions.
To read more about how we support school transitions
head over to the useful information section on our
website where you will find lots of information
https://kirkgatechildcare.co.uk/useful-information/
We have been in contact with all schools over the last
few weeks and have some teacher visits booked in at
nursery – we are still awaiting some schools confirming if
their COVID risk assessment and guidelines will allow
them to visit, but we are hopeful that all children will
meet their new teacher before the end of term either in
nursery or at school.
We completely understand your frustrations with the
possibility of transition days being postponed in school,
but with an increase in covid cases amongst school age
children in our local area, schools are working extremely
hard to ensure that practices and procedures in school
are robust, they have followed the guidance and that they
have taken decisive action when needed.
We will continue to update you on the transition process,
but rest assured all the children will leave us ready to
start school.
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