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Welcome to our first newsletter of 2025, we
strongly believe that reqular communication
between ourselves and parents is vital, that is

why we work so hard to keep parents and carers
up to date with what has and will be happening
within our magical little setting.

All our newsletters dre available to view on the
website, closed Facebook page and pdper copies
can be requested if needed.

Each of our half termly newsletters share with
you some of the children’s activity highlights, as

well as lots of other important information.

We include useful information such as staff
news, important dates for your didry, activities
planned for the months ahead and any other

information we feel you may find useful or

interesting.

Christmas Festivities

Throughout December, the children had lots of
fun celebrating Christmas! They took part in
lots of Christmas crafts, messy play, visits to the
church, Christmas cinema, Baby Band and lots
of baking, all whilst ledrning about the true

meaning of Christmas.

All finished off with our Christmas party and a
visit from the big man himself.
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Christmas Thank You

Firstly, we hope you have all had the most
magical Christmas and we would like to wish you
a very happy, healthy and pedceful New Year.

on behalf of the staff team, we would like to
take this opportunity to thank you for all the
lovely cards, 9i{3’cs and kind words that we
received before the Christmas holidays, we were
all very touched by the generosity of our
children and families.

We would also like to thank Sarah at The Old
Girls School who always ensures there is a room
for santa’s grotto along with a space for all our

additional activities throughout the year.

And finally, a big thank you to Mick, Sarahs
Dad AKA Santa! Mick has played the nursery
Santa since Kirkgate opened and gives up a full
day every year on party day to ensure the
children have a magical end to the party.

Parent Consultations

Our next parent consultations will take place
between 3.30pm and 6.30pm on
Thursday 27t March - Kim, Ben and Holly
Wednesday 2™ April - Teresa, Katelyn and Sarah
All consultations will be held in the old Girls
School.

Where possible, please can we ask that these
should be without the children to enable an
engo\geo{ conversation between paren’c and
practitioner.

Please speak to your child's
Key person to book your 10-minute time slot.
The 10-minute time slot must be adhered to, this
is to ensure that other parents are not waiting
to be seen. Children with SEN or who have asked
for a meeting with Sarah, our SENCO may not
need a consultation if a support meeting has
recently taken place.
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This half term we will be celebrating:
Birthdays, Chinese New Year, Valentines Day,
World Book Day and Pancake Day

if you like what you do, leave a review

As a setting we are very lucky that over the past

few years we have not had to advertise nursery

spaces. Most of our families contact us through

word of mouth so we would like to thank all our

wonderful families who speak highly of us in the
community.

Lots of families read our reviews, so we would
really adppreciate it if you could spare five
minutes to write a review on our Google reviews.
Ledve a review

Diary Dates

Please follow the link below for all those
important diary dates

View our diary dates here

Christmas Party Day

We have made the decision to only offer
morning or afternoon sessions on Christmas
party day - we will endeavour to offer an
additional session at one of our Christmas
activities in replacement of the reduction in
hours for anyone who usually attends a full day.
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Childcare
ChUICeS  |HM Government

You may be entitled to 15 hours funded
childcare support from the term after your child
turns 9 months old, until they start school.

From the term after your child's 3rd birthday,
this can be combined with the 15 hours
entitlement for all 3 and 4 year olds to make up
30 hours of funded support over 38 weeks of the
year.

Click HERE to find out more about how to apply.

If you think you are eligible for the term
starting after 1% April 2025, you will need to
have obtdined d valid code by 31" March 2025.

When you apply you may find out if you've
eligible straight away, but it can take longer if

you need to provide further information.

Once eligible you will need to re confirm every 3
months to ensure your code remains valid.

Starting school Sep‘tember 2025

If your child is due to start school in September
2025, you will need to apply for their primary
school lolo\ce, loleo\se ensure you have alo(olieo( on
or before 15™ January 2025
Top Tips!

-You should use all your choices to give your child
the best chance of being offered a school you
want.

-Each school has their own admission process.
Please read the admissions policy of the schools
you want to apply for.

-Look at school websites to find out more
information about edach one.

-Once we are aware of the school your child has
been offered, we will begin the transition
process. More information on our robust
transition procedure by following this LINK
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Key Reminders

Weather Appropriate Clothing
Please can you ensure that your child has

appropriate clothing for colder and wetter
wedther.
Absence
Please note that we are unable to swap days or
offer an alternative day if your child is absent
from nursery. We dre now extremely busy, and it
is impossible for us to do this for all children.
This is stated in our terms and conditions.
Thank you for your co-operation.
Drop Off and Collection
Can we kindly remind you that we open at
7.30am and close at 5.00pm, any parents who
pick up after this time will be charged. The same
applies to our 12.30pm collection.
Lunchboxes

Please ensure your child'’s lunchbox includes an

icepack and has your child’s name on.

If your child wears nappies, loleo\se remember
these must be provided along with a packet of
bo\bj wiloes.

Birthday Treats
Children are always welcome to bring in a treat
to celebrate their birthdays, the only thing we
don’t allow is lollypops.

Labels on personal items
Please ensure that children’s belongings dre
labelled including lunchboxes, water bottles and
all clothes. 1t is extremely difficult to reunite
items with their owners if not labelled.

Ou‘tings

If you would like to volunteer for any of or
outings, pleo\se sloeo\k to your child’s kej person.

Tuesday - Libvavg
Wednesday - Outings in the community

Thursdag - Hill‘top Care Home

kirkgo\’cechildcare@outlook.com
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Be Dummy Wise

Dummies and speech

Dummies have a place but as your child gets
older it is important to wean them off their
dummy to support their communication and

speech development.

There has been dn increase in referrals to SALT

due to dummies being used for too long.

What dre the effects?

When a bo\by or young child has a dummy in
their mouth, they are less likely to copy sounds
adults make or to attempt to babble and play

with sounds themselves.

Playing with sounds and babbling are important
in the development of speech skills. Having a
dummy for a long period of time may also have
an impact on how your child's teeth grow and

cause dental problems.

Reducing dummy use

As your child grows, they will need their dummy
less and you can support them in reducing the

use of it until they no longer use it.

Stopping dummy use is recommended before
your child starts to babble, between 8-10
months old.

How to wean

® Reduce the amount of time your child has
their dummy. Only give them the dummy at
nap/bedtimes.

e Distract your child by encouraging them to do
different activities.

® Don't give in! Be consistent once the dummy is
gone and your child will learn they can settle
without it.
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e Ignore (within reason) behaviours such as
fussing or crying when the dummy is taken
dway.

® Get your child to give the dummies away to
someone special such as the ‘dummy fairy’ and
reward them. Once the dummy has gone tell
them it belongs to someone else now and

distract them if they ask for it.

Toys from home

New year, new start!! we have previouslg asked
that toys other than comforts not be brought
into nursery, but we dre still seeing an increase
in the number of personal items brought into
nursery which is affecting the children’s

engagement in activities.

We know its hard when children want to bring
something in, but we are asking that ALL toys

other than comforts remain at home.

Any toys other than comforts brought into
nursery going forward will be left on pegs until

children are collected.

To read more about our phonics approach, click
the link below

Parent Leaflet - Phonics - Kirkgate Childcare
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In‘troducing our new
students and volunteer

Seema

To read more about them click HERE

Terms and Conditions

We will be sending out new terms and conditions
shortly for anyone who will be with us or joining

us from September onwards. Pledse ensure they

are signed and returned promptly.
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