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Regular communication with parents is 

vital, so we work hard to keep you 

informed about our activities. 

Our newsletters are available on the 

website, closed Facebook page, and can be 

requested in paper form if needed. 

Each half-term newsletter includes 

children’s activity highlights and other 

important information, such as staff news, 

key dates, upcoming activities, and useful 

updates. 

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN LEARNING ABOUT ? 

Over the last few weeks, the children at 

our nursery have been exceptionally active, 

engaging in lots of enriching activities that 

have broadened their horizons and fostered 

a deep sense of community and learning. 

 

We have enthusiastically celebrated 

Chinese New Year and Valentine's Day, 

introducing the children to diverse cultural 

and religious festivals. 

 

These celebrations have significantly 

contributed to their understanding of the 

world beyond our immediate community. 

 

Valentine's Day at the nursery was filled 

with love and kindness. The children 

crafted beautiful cards and heart-shaped 

decorations, which they exchanged with 

their friends and family members. We also 

had discussions about the importance of 

love, friendship, and expressing our feelings. 

Science has been a major focus at the 

nursery, thanks to our dedicated science 

enthusiast, Ben. The children have been 

captivated by the various experiments and 

hands-on activities that Ben has 

introduced. They have explored the 

properties of different materials, observed 

chemical reactions, and even created their 

own fruit smoothies. 

 

 

 

 

 

Community 

outings have 

been an integral 

part of our 

recent 

activities. The 

children have 

enjoyed several 

outings that 

allowed them to 

explore and connect with the wider 

community. These outings included visits 

to the local library, park, nursing home, 

local shops and even Fields Garden Centre.  

 

CHINESE NEW YEAR 
The Chinese New Year festivities were a 

vibrant and colourful experience for the 

children. 

The children participated in various 

activities such as making dragon masks, 

learning about the zodiac animals, trying 

different Chinese food, making red 

envelopes filled with chocolate money and 

sharing mandarins at snack time. 

This celebration not only brought joy and 

excitement but also provided a meaningful 

introduction to Chinese culture and 

traditions. 

Thank you to the Pollock family for sharing 

all their experiences throughout Chinese 

New Year in Malaysia.  
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WORLD BOOK DAY 

We thoroughly enjoyed 

our bedtime stories 

theme on World Book 

Day where we enjoyed 

getting cosy to read 

everyone’s stories from 

home along with book 

themed activities. We 

wanted to have the 

bedtime stories theme due to the digital 

age we are living in and to encourage 

children to reduce screen time before bed 

and enjoy the pleasure of reading a book. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Please follow the link below for all those 

important diary dates 

View our diary dates here 

PANCAKE DAY 

Pancake Day will be 

observed on Tuesday, 4th 

March. The children will 

engage in various 

activities to learn about 

the significance of 

Pancake Day. They will 

participate in serving 

pancakes in the home 

corner, designing their 

own pancake creations, and making a 

delicious pancake to enjoy during snack 

time. 

 

GOVERNMENT FUNDED PLACES 

You may be eligible for 15 hours of funded 

childcare support from the term following 

your child's 9th month until they 

commence school. 

Beginning the term after your child's 3rd 

birthday, this can be combined with the 15 

hours entitlement for all 3 and 4-year-olds, 

resulting in 30 hours of funded support 

over 38 weeks annually. 

Click HERE to learn more about the 

application process. 

If you believe you are eligible for the term 

starting after April 1st, 2025, you must 

obtain a valid code by March 31st, 2025. 

Upon application, eligibility may be 

determined immediately, though additional 

information might extend the processing 

time. 

Once deemed eligible, it is necessary to 

reconfirm every three months to maintain 

the validity of your code. 

EVERYWHERE BEAR 

We want to 

introduce our new 

families to the 

Everywhere Bear, 

he has been part of 

our nursery since 

2018. Each child 

will have an 

opportunity to 

take our 

multicoloured 

Everywhere Bear 

home and 

document his 

adventures in a learning journal. The 

Everywhere Bear connects nursery and 

home, teaching children about broader 

communities. 

The Bear will come home on different days 

based on your child's sessions and should be 

returned along with his book on the day 

given by your child’s key person. 

The Everywhere Bear has a home on a shelf 

But he doesn’t spend much time by himself 

Each boy and girl in the class is his friend. 

 

There’s no need for you to do anything 

special with the Everywhere Bear. Please 

send photos of his time with you to the 

parent partnership email, and we will print 

them for his book. 
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AVAILABILITY 

We are pleased to inform you that we 

currently have one nursery space on a 

Friday afternoon. It is uncommon for us to 

have openings at this time of year, so we 

encourage those interested to take 

advantage of this opportunity. 

PARENT CONSULTATIONS 

Parent consultations are scheduled for 

Thursday, 27th March, from 3:30 to 6:30 PM 

for the red group, and Tuesday, 1st April, 

from 3:30 to 6:30 PM for the blue group. Key 

persons will be in contact with parents 

regarding appointments soon. Please note 

that these appointments are limited to 10 

minutes. We request that children and 

siblings do not attend the consultations to 

ensure key persons can engage with 

parents without distractions. 

KEY REMINDERS 

Absence 
Please note that we are unable to swap 

days or offer an alternative day if your 

child is absent from nursery. We are now 

extremely busy, and it is impossible for 

us to do this for all children. This is 

stated in our terms and conditions. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

Drop Off and Collection 
Can we kindly remind you that we open 

at 

7.30am and close at 5.00pm, any parents 

who pick up after this time will be 

charged. The same applies to our 

12.30pm collection. 

Wipes 
If your child wears nappies, please 

remember these must be provided along 

with a packet of baby wipes. 

Birthday Treats 
Children are always welcome to bring in 

a treat to celebrate their birthdays, the 

only thing we don’t allow is lollypops. 

Labels on personal items 
Please ensure that children’s belongings 

are labelled including lunchboxes, water 

bottles and all clothes. It is extremely difficult 
to reunite items with their owners if not 
labelled. 
 

OUTINGS 
If you would like to 

volunteer for any of or 

outings, please speak 

to your child’s key 

person. 

 

 

 

Tuesday – Library 

Wednesday – Outings 

in the community 

Thursday – Hilltop Care 

Home 

 

LUNCHBOXES 

During the last half term, we have observed 

an increase in the number of pudding items 

in children's lunchboxes, with some 

instances of children bringing three or four 

pudding items. While we do not enforce a 

strict lunch policy, any excess pudding 

items will be sent home with the children. 

We kindly request that you ensure your 

child's lunchbox is well-balanced, including 

savoury items, dairy products, fruits, and 

vegetables. 

Additionally, please make sure that your 

child's lunchbox contains an ice pack and is 

clearly labelled with your child's name. 

BE DUMMY WISE 

Dummies have a place but as your child 

gets older it is important to wean them 

off their dummy to support their 

communication and speech development. 

There has been an increase in referrals to 

SALT due to dummies being used for too 

long. 

What are the effects? 

When a baby or young child has a 

dummy in their mouth, they are less 
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likely to copy sounds adults make or to 

attempt to babble and play with sounds 

themselves. 

Playing with sounds and babbling are 

important in the development of speech 

skills. Having a dummy for a long period 

of time may also have an impact on how 

your child’s teeth grow and cause dental 

problems. 

Toys from home 

We have previously requested that only 

comfort items be brought into the nursery, 

but we are noticing an increase in the 

number of personal items being brought in, 

which is impacting the children's 

engagement in activities. 

We understand that it can be challenging 

when children wish to bring something 

from home; however, we kindly ask that 

ALL toys, including teddies, remain at 

home. 

Moving forward, any toys other than 

comfort items brought into the nursery 

will be left on the pegs until the children 

are collected. Please do not take offense if 

we request that you leave your children’s 

toys on their pegs. 

phonics 

To read more about our phonics approach, 

click the link below 

Parent Leaflet - Phonics - Kirkgate 

Childcare 

ABSENT CHILD POLICY  

Although attending nursery is not 

compulsory, attendance is important for all 

children’s development and creates 

foundations for life. All Early Years 

providers have a responsibility to monitor 

this closely and liaise with parents to 

ensure children use their nursery place to 

its full potential.  

If your child cannot attend on their 

scheduled day, please inform us via phone 

or email. We will then make a note of the 

reason for absence and mark as authorised 

on the register.  

We understand that you may choose to 

book holidays during term time whilst your 

child is of nursery age, please inform us of 

these dates as soon as possible. 

Absent Child Policy 

 

Healthy Early Years Award  

We have been 

successful in 

achieving our Silver 

Healthy Early Years 

Award evidencing 

how we have 

developed a whole 

setting approach to 

promoting physical activity. Holly has been 

our lead in submitting a vast portfolio and 

is now busy working on our submission for 

the gold award.   

 

 

Parent Partnership 

Don’t forget we have our dedicated 

parent partnership email address for 

sharing photos and achievements with 

key persons.  

The older children have loved sharing 

their photos in together time this week 

with their friends.  

KirkgatechildcarePP@outlook.com  

School Leavers  

Please remember to check your email or 

log into your admission portal on the 

16th April to check your child’s school 

offer. You will be able to view your offer 

from 12.01pm on the 16th April online.  
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