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Regular communication with parents is
vital, so we work hard to keep you
informed about our activities.

Our newsletters are available on the
website, closed Facebook page, and can
be requested in paper form if needed.
Each half-term newsletter includes
children’s activity highlights and other
important information, such as staff
news, key dates, upcoming activities,
and useful updates.

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN LEARNING ABOUT ?

Over the last few
weeks, the
children at our
nhursery have been
exceptionally
active, engadging in
lots of enriching
activities that
have broadened
their horizons and
fostered a deep sense of community and
learning.

Over the last few weeks, the children
have made smoothies, decorated dolls
houses, made crispy buns, searched for
chocolate left by the easter bunny, made
milkshakes, played collaborative board
games, a
cinema
afternoon at
the Old Girls
School and
taken part in
football
activities
with Ben.

Our community outings have been an
integral part of our recent activities
which have allowed the children to
explore and connect with the wider
community such as Hilltop Manor,
Eversley Park and The Library.
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We would like
to extend our
appreciation
to all the
families for
their support,
kind words,
and thoughts
while Dawn
has been
away from
nursery due to
the passing of her father Geoff.

Geoff was an integral part of our nursery
community. He allowed us to use his
allotment, spoke to the children about
his gardening activities, and checked
their produce. His contributions were
valued by all.

We will continue to maintain a section

of Geoff’s allotment in his memory and

plan to install a plaque in the future to

commemorate his involvement with the
nursery.

Funded Hours

Please be aware the local authority does
not permit us to "bank hours" for use at
another time.

Children can attend between the hours
on their funding agreements using
funded hours these are fixed hours per
the funding agreement if you drop off
later or collect earlier this is parental
preference.

Any attendance outside these hours
incurs additional charges as stated in
the nursery’s terms and conditions.

Unfortunately, we are guided by the
authorities' rules. We strive to offer
flexibility for families whilst maintaining
sustainable quality childcare.
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School Allocations

On 16th April, 22 of our families were
informed of the school their child has
been allocated for September 2025. This
is an exciting time, and we have nhow
commenced our transition process to
ensure your child has the best start to
this new phase of their education.

Please read our guide on how you can
help at home HERE

Please follow the link below for all those
important diary dates

View our diary dates here

Teddy Bears Picnic

Our Leavers' Teddy Bears Pichic is
scheduled for Tuesday, 22nd July 2025,
from 2:30 pm to 4:00 pm at the scout
hut end of Eversley Park. This event
marks a memorable conclusion to the
children's time at Kirkgate, as they
prepare to embark on the next phase of
their education. A formal invitation will
be issued shortly. Please note that this is
a family event, and parents should
attend with their children.

Grandparents and sibling’s welcome

You may be eligible for 15 hours of
funded childcare support from the term
following your child's 9th month until
they commence school for 38 weeks per
year.

Click HERE to learn more about the
application process.

If you believe you are eligible for the
term starting after September 1st, 2025,
you must obtain a valid code by August
31st, 2025.

Upon application, eligibility may be
determined immediately, though
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additional information might extend the
processing time.

Once deemed eligible, it is necessary to
reconfirm every three months to
maintain the validity of your code.

café 1876

We are pleased to
announce that "Mr.
Ashley," who leads
our Little Cooks
sessions, has opened
a new café inside The
Oold Girls School
Community Centre.
We highly recommend visiting this
establishment — having sampled some of
Ashley's cakes and bakes ourselves, we
can confidently say that his offerings are
not to be missed.

Transition Evening

The parents of school leavers are invited
to our transition evening on Wednesday,
4th June from 5-6pm. Last year, this
event was extremely successful. Please
note that attendance is important; if
you do not attend, there will be no other
opportunity to meet with your child's
key person, as this event replaces the
parent consultation.

PARENT CONSULTATIONS

Parent consultations are scheduled for
Wednesday 9t" July for non-school
leavers, from 4.00 to 6.00.

Key persons will be in contact with
parents regarding appointments soon.
Please note that these appointments are
limited to 10 minutes. We request that
children and siblings do not attend the
consultations to ensure key persons can
engage with parents without
distractions.

If you would prefer a phone consultation
on this evening, please let us know.
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Reports can be written for parents who
will really struggle with attending due to
work.

KEY REMINDERS

Absence

Please note that we are unable to swap
days or offer an alternative day if your
child is absent from nursery. We are at
full capacity, and it is impossible for us
to do this for all children. This is stated
in our terms and conditions. Thank you
for your co-operation.

Wipes

If your child wears nappies, please
remember these must be provided along
with a packet of baby wipes.

Labels on personal items

Please ensure that children’s belongings
are labelled including lunchboxes, water
bottles and all clothes. It is extremely
difficult to reunite items with their
owners if not labelled.

Staff Changes

_We are pleased to announce that
Katelyn will be
leaving us at the
end of the
summer holidays

& to pursue a new
: career
opportunity
working on
cruise ships. She
has received her
cruise rotations and is enthusiastic
about beginning with sailings from

Cyprus and the Greek islands, followed

by the Caribbean for the winter season.

We are very proud of Katelyn's

accomplishments and look forward to

hearing about her experiences.

Birthday Treats

From September 2025,

the EYFS statutory framework will
include a safeguarding and welfare
requirement that asks providers to
follow the nutrition guidance unless
there is good reason not to.
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Many families like to celebrate their
child’s birthday and other special events
by bringing in a cake or sweets to the
setting to share. This can mean that
some children are eating these unhealthy
foods several times a week. We would
now like to recommend that children
bring in fruit or non-edible items like
bubbles or stickers to share.

NUTRITION GUIDANCE

Late Collection

We have observed an increase in parents
arriving late to collect their children at
12:30 pm and 5:00 pm. As a result, all
late collections will incur a charge,
which will be reflected on your invoice.
Late pickups at 12:30 pm prevent us
from admitting children for their
afternoon session due to ratio
constraints which Is unfair on both
children and parents, while lateness at
5:00 pm impacts our staff's ability to
leave on time to attend to their own
family responsibilities.

Please be considerate of the impact
lateness has on the nursery operations
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