
 

 

Welcome to our September newsletter, and as 

always, a very warm welcome to all the new families 

who have recently joined us. Each term we send a 

newsletter to our families to share details of all the 

news and events that have or will take place, we 

hope you find the newsletter useful and informative. 

Outstanding Ofsted 

Following our Ofsted inspection on the 31st August 

we are pleased to announce that we were 

graded outstanding in all areas, with no 

recommendations for improvement, our report is 

now live on the Ofsted website. 

 Please follow the LINK to read the report.  

This achievement is a true reflection of the hard 

work, passion and commitment of our staff, as well 

as the amazing support from our families.  

Together we have created a nurturing, inspiring, 

and magical environment where children thrive. 

 
Juice 

  
We have now received our gold healthy early 

years award as a team we felt this was a 

meaningful award as it fits in with our nursery 

ethos, ensuring every child has a healthy start in 

life and love for outdoor play.  

 

This award is very similar to what schools follow 

and we have to be seen to be following the 

guidance set and be able to evidence how we 

promote healthy early years. 

 

As part of this we have to be offering children safe 

drinks only (by safe we mean safe for teeth) - we 

have noticed lots of our new families are sending 

juice in the children’s water bottles and just 

wanted to remind parents that we do not allow 

juice in nursery. If there is a medical need which 

requires your child to have juice, please speak to 

your child’s key person and provide a 

doctor/consultant letter to keep on file.  

Thank you in advance for your understanding.  
 

Water bottles  
Please can we ask that children are sent to 

nursery with their own labelled non spillable water 

bottle to save lots of accidents on the carpet from 

spilled water.  

Children should be sent with a water bottle that 

they are able to open independently. 

 

Starting school in September 2026 
If your child is due to start school in September 2026, 

you will need to apply for their primary school place. 

 

Applications open from 12th October 2025 and close 

on the 15th of January 2026. National offer day for 

primary school is 16th April 2026. 

 

More information can be found by clicking the LINK   

 

Top Tips 

• You should use all your choices to give your child 

the best chance of being offered a school you want. 

• Each school has their own set of rules that they use 

to decide which children to offer a place to, you 

should read the admissions policy of the schools you 

want to apply for. 

• Open days or evenings give you the opportunity to 

visit the school and decide if its right for your child, 

you’ll be able to speak to key staff and ask any 

questions you might have. 

• Look at school websites and Ofsted reports to find 

out more information about each one. 

 

Christmas Party  
This year’s Christmas party will be held on Friday 19th 

December, an invite and further information will 

follow shortly. As with all previous year’s children’s 

hours will be amended on this day to enable all 

children to attend the Christmas party, Children will 

attend 9.00am-11.10 or 1.00pm-3.10 only as per our 

terms and conditions there will be no full day sessions 

available on this day. 

Following each party Santa Claus will be in his grotto 

at the Old Girls School where children will receive a 

gift before finishing for the Christmas holidays. 

 

What have we been learning…… 
The children have had a fantastic start to the new 

term! We’ve been spending lots of time outside in the 

garden, where the mud kitchen has been busy with 

little chefs creating all sorts of pretend treats. 

The children have also enjoyed building obstacle 

courses, threading beads, and playing with 

playdough, great activities for their hands and bodies 

to get stronger.  

Dinosaurs are still a big favourite, and everyone loved 

looking at dinosaur bones and talking about their 

shapes.  

We are very happy to see all our new children settling 

in, making friends, and having fun as they learn and 

play together. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50285974
https://schooladmissions.northyorks.gov.uk/Synergy/Enquiries/Citizen/citizen.aspx/admissions-signin


 
Little Cooks @ Café 1876 

The children had a 

wonderful Little Cooks 

session with Mr Ashley 

at Café 1876 where 

they learnt to make 

sushi.  

 

Following the success of 

our Little Cooks sessions 

with Mr. Ashley, we are 

pleased to offer an 

additional four sessions, scheduled for Thursdays from 

9:00am to 10:00am. We believe these activities offer 

significant benefits to the children, and we are 

committed to continuing these sessions. A consistent 

group of ten children will be selected to participate 

in this four-week block during the first half of the 

autumn term. Parents will be notified via email if their 

child is chosen to attend the initial block.  

From November we kindly 

request a contribution of £15 

towards the cost of the 4 

sessions for the children who 

are chosen to attend. This is 

a slight increase from the 

September due to the cost 

of the food and Mr Ashleys 

time. 

Watch this space for further updates about Little 

Cooks parent and child sessions with Ash! 

 

SUSHI  

INGREDIENTS  

Sushi Rice  

Seafood sticks 

Cucumber  

Pepper (any colour) 

Nori  

Sushi Rolling Mat  

Method  

 

1, Cook your sushi rice, add rice vinegar and allow 

to cool  

2, Slice the cucumber and pepper lengthways 

into thin strips 

3, Peel the seafood strips as you would a cheese 

string 

4, Place the nori sheet on a bamboo rolling mat 

(ensure its placed horizontal so you can roll it) 

5, Wet your hands in a bowl of warm water and 

add small amounts of rice onto the nori  

6, Pat the rice down into a thin layer covering the 

nori  

7, Add your filling into the middle 

8, Start to roll the bamboo/nori up as you roll 

squeeze and compress the bamboo mat to 

tighten the roll.  

9, Remove the bamboo mat and slice with a 

sharp knife  

10, Serve with soy sauce  

 

 

Waiting List  
We have limited spaces available due to a change 

in one family’s circumstances. Current families 

interested should contact Kim or Dawn, as places will 

be full until September 2026 once these are taken.  

We will look to fill these spaces with families on our 

waiting list if there is no interest from current families.  

 
If you are eligible and in 

receipt of additional 3- 

& 4-year-old funding, 

look out for a prompt 

every three months from 

HMRC to reconfirm your 

details so that your 

eligibility can be re-assessed, we spend a lot of time 

reminding parents to reconfirm so they don’t lose 

access to funding via individual emails, Facebook, 

website and face to face reminders. 

If you do not do this, please note that we are unable 

to claim the funding on your behalf and fees will 

become payable by parents as per their funding 

agreement. 

To find out more or check your eligibility click the link 

Diary Dates 
VIEW OUR DIARY DATES HERE  

 

KEY REMINDERS 

Weather Appropriate Clothing 

 With the cooler months upon us, please can you 

ensure that your child has appropriate clothing for 

colder and wetter weather. 

 Absence  

Please note that we are unable to swap days or offer 

an alternative day if your child is absent from nursery. 

We are now extremely busy, and it is impossible for us 

to do this for all children. This is stated in our terms and 

conditions. Thank you for your co-operation. 

Drop Off and Collection 

 Can we kindly remind you that we open at 7.30 am 

and close at 5,00 pm and any parents who pick up 

after this time will be charged. The same applies to 

our 12.30pm collection. 

 Lunchboxes 

 Please ensure your child’s lunchbox includes an 

icepack and is clearly labelled.  

 Birthday Treats 

 Children are always welcome to bring in a treat to 

celebrate their birthdays, the only thing we don’t 

https://www.beststartinlife.gov.uk/
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fkirkgatechildcare.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F06%2FHOLIDAY-DATES-2025-26.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK


 
allow is lollypops. We will place sweets in the 

entrance with the birthday child. 

Yellow Cone 

 

We have one allocated parking space for parents for 

drop off and pick up. If you arrive at nursery and the 

car park is full, please feel free to move the cone to 

park.  

Please place the cone back once leaving to allow 

other parents to park.  

Pull ups  

We kindly ask that, unless children are toilet training, 

they do not wear pull ups to nursery. Although pull 

ups are absorbent, they generally offer less leak 

protection than nappies of a similar size, as they are 

designed for children beginning to toilet train. 

Staff have observed increased time spent changing 

children due to leaks from pull ups, which also results 

in children spending more time away from play 

activities and staff being occupied for longer periods. 

Congratulations Ben  

We would like to say a huge congratulations to Ben, 

who recently finished his level 3 apprenticeship and is 

now a fully qualified Childcare Practitioner. 

Ben has worked so hard over the last 18 months, and 

we love having him as part of the KCC team. 

Ben will start his level 5 course in the coming weeks.  

Centre for Early Childhood  

The simple things we all do in our everyday 

interactions with babies and young children build 

their sense of self, their wellbeing, and the skills that 

will help them to thrive throughout life. 

Explore the series of seven short animations about 

brain development, and the impact positive early 

interactions can have on social and emotional 

development for babies and young children. 

THE EXPLAINER SERIES 

 

 

 

Breakfast 

We recognise that some children bring breakfast with 

them due to early drop-off times, and we understand 

the morning rush associated with nursery arrivals at 

7:30am. However, we kindly request that children 

arriving after 8am refrain from bringing breakfast. 

Breakfast brought after 8am affects our staff’s ability 

to tidy up and prepare activities for the day. Children 

who arrive after 8am without having had breakfast 

will be offered fruit and a savoury snack at our 

scheduled snack time at 9:00am. 

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding. 

Sickness and illness policy 

https://kirkgatechildcare.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2025/09/SICKNESS-AND-ILLNESS-

POLICY.docx 

Together time  

Children participate in together time from 3:15 to 3:30 

pm. Parents are requested not to collect their 

children during this period to ensure uninterrupted 

participation in together time activities. 

Parents who arrive after together time has begun will 

be asked to wait until it finishes. Additionally, siblings 

should not look through the windows or knock on 

doors or windows, as this can cause distractions for 

the children. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://centreforearlychildhood.org/help-resources/the-explainer-series/
https://kirkgatechildcare.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/SICKNESS-AND-ILLNESS-POLICY.docx
https://kirkgatechildcare.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/SICKNESS-AND-ILLNESS-POLICY.docx
https://kirkgatechildcare.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/SICKNESS-AND-ILLNESS-POLICY.docx

