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Welcome to our Winter term newsletter, and as always, a
very warm welcome to all the new families who have
recently joined us.

Each term we send a newsletter to our families to share
details of all the news and events that have or will take
place, we hope you find the newsletter useful and
informative.

This has already been a very exciting half term in nursery
with us celebrating Diwali, visiting the church for
Remembrance Day and celebrating Children in Need! Our
focus for the next few weeks will be Christmas, what it
means, how we celebrate and how Christmas is in our
hearts and not in our baskets.

We are observing lots of amazing learning through play
and seeing children

develop new '(

9
friendships. The /,
&

children have
enjoyed lots of
meaningful outings
to our beautiful : ‘
church, Eversley Park, R
Hilltop Care Home 3
and the library.

The children have been very focused on inventing, science
with Ben, cooking in the new mud kitchen along with lots
of craft and outdoor play.

Dates for your diary

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2025/2026

Please keep looking at our Facebook page and
website, there are some amazing photos and videos
of the many different events and activities
happening in nursery.

Juice

FoIIoning our previous newsletter, Facebook post, and
reminder list, we have observed that many of our new
children continue to bring juice in their bottles. In
alignment with our gold award requirements, it is essential
that we consistently implement our policies; therefore,
juice is not permitted in the nursery except for medical
reasons or as part of a child's lunch.

Moving forward, if a child brings juice without prior
discussion with their key person, it will be replaced with
water.

Christmas Party
This year's Christmas party will be held on Friday 19th
December, an invite
and further
information will
follow shortly. As
with all previous
year's children’s
hours will be
amended on this
day to enable all
children to attend
the Christmas party,
Children will attend 9.00am-11.00 or 1.00pm-3.00 only as
per our terms and conditions.

There will be no full day sessions available on this day.
Following each party Santa Claus will be in his grotto at
the Old Girls School where children will receive a gift
before finishing for the Christmas holidays.

Please remember we have a dedicated email for parent
partnership.

If you would like to send your child’s key person any
photos or update us on anything they have been enjoying
at home these can be sent to the below email address
Kirkgatechildcarepp@outlook.com
This email is checked by key persons during their weekly
PPA time and shared with the children or added to their
learning journals.

We thank you in advance for sharing with us.

Snack Charge

Please remember to send snack charges on or before the
15t of each month (excluding the month of August).
This can be sent via direct debit with snack and your
childs name as the reference.

This saves us lots of admin time sending reminder emails.
If we are claiming:

16-30 hours its £10.00 per month
15 hours or less is £5.00 per month

Nursery Reminders

We know that it can be hard to remember everything from the
home visit, so we have put together this handy list.

REMEMBER LIST



https://kirkgatechildcare.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/HOLIDAY-DATES-2025-26-NEW.pdf
mailto:Kirkgatechildcarepp@outlook.com
https://kirkgatechildcare.co.uk/news/nursery-reminders/
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Following the success of our Little
Cooks sessions with Mr. Ashley
at Café 1876, we are pleased

to be offering an additional

four sessions, which will be
Christmas themed scheduled
for the 12t & 26" November

and 3 and 10*" December
2.30-3.30pm with Kim and Sarah

also attending.

A consistent group of ten children have been selected to

participate, and parents have been notified via emailed for
consent.

We kindly request a contribution of £15 towards the cost
of the 4 sessions for the children who are chosen to
attend.

A number of our parents attended Ash’s parent and
child Little Cooks session in half term and found it
a lovely experience, watch this space for future
holiday sessions.

IMPORTANT FUNDING UPDATE

Please note that there have been updates to how the
local authority pay settings for funded places, and we
are no longer able to offer funded places to new
children mid-term unless parents pay for the
remaining weeks of the term.

If your child is currently attending a setting already or
previously attended a setting within North Yorkshire
before joining us, starting with us must take place
prior to the third Thursday of the new term in order
for us to claim funding for that term.

Otherwise, parents will be responsible for covering the
cost of the place for the remainder of the term or may
choose to wait until the following term begins.

Similarly, any requests to increase a child's sessions
must also be made before the third Thursday of the
new term.

If you are eligible for funding towards the cost of your
child’s nursery place, look out for a
BEST prompt every three months from
STAR HMRC to reconfirm your details so
that your eligibility can be re-

' N L'FE assessed, we spend a lot of time
reminding parents to reconfirm so they don't lose access
to funding via individual emails, Facebook, website and
face to face reminders.

If you do not do this, please note that we are unable to
claim the funding on your behalf and fees will become

payable by parents as per their funding agreement.
To find out more or check your eligibility click the link

PARENT CONSULTATIONS

Parents consultations will be coming up on the 9*"
December (blue group) 10" December (red group), we will
be carrying them out 4-6pm, due to this being a success
over the last few consultations. Your child's key person will
be in touch to arrange a time. Please do be mindful that
this is a ten-minute slot and if you feel you need longer,
please let your child's key person know in advance.

Please do try and ensure you are able to meet with your
child’s key person, they stay late to carry out consultations
along with spending time preparing assessments. It's a
valuable time to learn all about how your child is
developing and how you can support them at home.

If you are unable to make this date unfortunately, we
are unable to do it on a different day, and an update
email will be sent.

Sickness and illness policy

https://kirkgatechildcare.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2025/09/SICKNESS-AND-ILLNESS-
POLICY.docx

CHRISTMAS ORDERS

Following the success of last years baubles and
reindeer dust we will be making them again.

The baubles will include a photo of your child during
play at nursery with artificial snow and ribbon. The
price will be £10 for one bauble or £15.00 for two.

Reindeer dust is £1.50 per cone

We will only be making baubles/reindeer dust for
those who order and make payment.

Process over Product

Click the link to read all about PROCESS ART
and why we follow the children’s lead

Letters to Santa

It's nearly Christmas, and we know you want to make sure that your letter to Santa
Claus gets to him. Santa is as excited about Christmas as we are:

We will be writing and sending letters to Santa at nursery but if you want to do this
at home as well it must reach the North Pole by Monday 9t" December to receive a
reply.

Please send your letters to:

Santa/Father Christmas

Santa’s Grotto

Reindeer land

XM4 5HQ



https://www.beststartinlife.gov.uk/
https://kirkgatechildcare.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/SICKNESS-AND-ILLNESS-POLICY.docx
https://kirkgatechildcare.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/SICKNESS-AND-ILLNESS-POLICY.docx
https://kirkgatechildcare.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/SICKNESS-AND-ILLNESS-POLICY.docx
https://kirkgatechildcare.co.uk/news/process-verses-product/
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REMINDER

DUE TO HOW BUSY NURSERY IS WE CANNOT OFFER SWAP
SESSIONS FOR CHILDREN WHO DON'T ATTEND A DUE TO ILLNESS,
WE HAVE TO BE CONSISTENT AND IF WE DID IT FOR ONE, WE
WOULD HAVE TO DO IT FOR ALL WHICH WE ARE UNABLE TO DO.

Outing Reminder

At Kirkgate we view outings as a way of involving all parents in the life of the nursery and the
overall education of their children and visiting different places is a way to extend the children’s
learning beyond the setting and to have fun whilst doing so. If you would like to volunteer for any
of our outings, please do let us know.

We offer lots of local community outings to the library, Eversley park, Hilltop Care Home,
number/shape hunts, the local shops and our allotment.

Please be reminded we DO NOT take all children on every outing. To keep outings meaningful,
we take small groups on a 1:3 ratio and carefully choose who we think are ready for that outing.

Before children leave us they will have had the opportunity to do an outing but may not do every
outing or go our every week due to the days that they attend.

Please don't be offended if your child’s key person tells you they are not ready for an outing, we
don't take children out of nursery whilst settling and some outings are not right for some children
i.e some children love to sing so they may visit the care home whilst other children are outdoorsy

and may visit the allotment or Eversley park.

We have had a few requests recently from parents asking if children can go out on specific
outings, for many of our outings a consistent group is taken for a full half term and whilst we try
to make outings fair for all, some children may possibly do more than others due to patterns of

attendance or the number of days they attend.

Currently our outings are:
Tuesday
Library AM or PM
Wednesday AM
Eversley Park/community walk
Or
Movement session at the Old Girls School
Wednesday PM
Little Cooks with Mr Ashley
X4 sessions per half term (additional charge)
Thursday
Hilltop Care Home

This outing day cannot not change as it suits the care home best

How we celebrate Christmas and why we do not do an
early year’s concert or nativity

Nativities and Christmas concerts are becoming increasingly
popular in Early Years settings, with lots of them putting on
a special show at this time of year but at Kirkgate this is
something that we have never done, and we'll explain why
below, it's a long read but we hope it answers some of your
questions, explains why we do what we do for your children
and tells you a little bit about us and our ethos. Your
children are the heart of everything we do!! We are not
denying that children’s nativities can be heartwarming or the
joy that lots of parents get from watching their child in a
nativity or carol concert, dressed up in Christmas costumes
and showing off what they have religiously practiced over
the previous weeks. However, for younger children this
experience can, at times, be very distressing; especially for
those who do not like changes in routine, are shy and find it
difficult to be the centre of attention or even children who
just do not like dressing up. As adults, we can find it
overwhelming or scary to stand up in front large groups of
people and this is the same for children - only they are
smaller, they are still learning and often find it hard to deal
with their emotions when scared and overwhelmed. It can
be very hard for children to see their parents during a
nativity and not being able to go straight to them; this is
especially apparent during daytime performances when
children are in nursery, which causes upset or leaves them
unsettled for the rest of the day when their parents leave
without them. It would be difficult to find a nursery concert
that did not include at least one child who gets upset or
refuses to take part. It is a great deal of pressure to put on a
small child. The decision to not put on a nativity or carol
concert is a whole team decision and most of us have had
experience of nativity plays and Christmas parties that
disrupt young children’s routine. So, at Kirkgate we love,
absolutely love Christmas and we are already making plans,
but we do it in a meaningful way which does not disrupt the
children's routine or become overwhelming for them. We
celebrate Christmas by taking the children's lead and
listening as they talk to us about Christmas and what they
are excited about, the children decorate the nursery tree and
enjoy hot chocolate and Christmas music whilst doing so,
we sing Christmas songs during our together times and the
children take part in festive crafts if they wish. We have a
Christmas party where the children can dress up in their
festive finery whilst taking part in a variety of fun Christmas
activities, they enjoy festive snacks, but we do it so that it
doesn't affect the children's usual routine and is fun for all
(including parents) as we never send children home on a
sugar rush following our party.

Following our Christmas party, the children will visit the
grotto to receive a gift with their parents and take a photo
or two before finishing nursery for the Christmas break.
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